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When I heard the Akropolis Reed Quintet perform and coach in January of 2016,

I was struck by how varied their personalities were, both musically and otherwise--
and yet how well they played and worked together as a whole and in various
combinations. It reminded me of my four brothers and me: Five personalities
each with his own stregnths and distinct in most ways, yet all complementary.
Most of the time when we get together, the mood is light, but in difficult times,

we all find our roles and work together to get through. In Brothers, the instruments
interact in various combinations, with each getting its opportunities to shine, but
they ultimately all come together in dark times and light.
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